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1. PURPCSE. This bulletin contains information and direction for
Princi pal Maintenance Inspectors (PM) who have certificate
responsibility for Title 14 Code of Federal Regul ations (14 CFR
part 121 and 125 operators. It is to ensure that operator’s

mai nt enance prograns of | arge transport category airplanes include
approved procedures for the inspection of thermal/acoustic

i nsul ation during heavy mai ntenance checks for any contam nati on.

2.  BACKGROUND.

A. Recently, the Federal Aviation Admnistration’s (FAA) Aircraft
Certification Service (AIR) issued two Alrworthiness Directives
(AD), AD 2000-11-01 and 2000-11-02, requiring operators of certain
McDonnel I Dougl as airplanes to determ ne whether their airplanes
have netalized Myl ar covered insulation materials; i.e., nmetalized
pol yet hyl ene teraphthalate (MPET) installed. |If this type of
insulation is installed, the netalized nylar must be replaced with
new i nsulation materials within five years.

B. Inthe interimthe FAAis in the process of upgrading the
flammabil ity standards for thermal/acoustic insulation for transport
category airplanes. This new flame propagation standard is based on
an Anerican Society for Testing and Materials flamuability standard.



C. The new standards would significantly inprove the fire
resi stance of thermal/acoustic insulation materials. Research data
has shown, however, that the flammbility of nost materials can
change if the materials are contam nated. Contam nation may be in
the formof lint, dust, grease, etc., and can increase the
material’s susceptibility to ignition and flane propagati on.

3. ACTION. PM’'s with responsibility for 14 CFR parts 121 and 125
operators should ensure that the operator has established procedures
in their approved mai ntenance programfor the inspection of

t hermal / acoustic insulation for any contam nation during heavy

mai nt enance checks. |If the operator discovers contan nation of the
i nsul ation, the operator should take corrective action, i.e.,

cl eaning or replacenent of the insulation as appropriate.

4. PROGRAM TRACKI NG AND REPCRTI NG SUBSYSTEM ( PTRS) I NPUT. In order
to track the acconplishnent of the Action paragraph nunmber 3 the
followng entries shall be made by the PM. The activity code
nunmber shall be 3342, the “National Use” field entry shall be
FSAWO009, and comrents if any in section |IV.

5. INQURES. This bulletin was devel oped by the Flight Standards,
Air Carrier Miintenance Branch, AFS-330, and Northwest Mbuntain
Regi on Transport Airplane Directorate ANM 110. Any questions
regardi ng the guidance in this bulletin should be directed to

St ephen G bbs, AFS-330, at (202) 267-3440.

6. EXPIRATION. This bulletin will expire on 09-30-01.

/s/
Angel a B. El gee, Manager
Cont i nuous Ai rwort hi ness Mai nt enance D vi si on



