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14 CFR 25.853(h)

All Waste Compartments, Meal 

Trolleys & Waste Trolleys must 

be substantiated by Test or 

Analysis.

Industry/Regulators lack 

harmonized published 

methods of compliance 

(MOCs) to substantiate by 

analysis.
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Where are we now?

The task group team reported out in 

March a proposal to update Chapter 10 

of the Fire Test Handbook for fire 

containment testing (see March ppt)

We also began to focus and reviewed 

our 26 proposed substantiation MOCs 

for a future Policy Statement or AC.

Then the Pandemic…

Waste Compartment Fire Containment
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1/  Redline proposal on Chp 10 will be 

complete by middle of May 2021. (Task 

Group meeting will be scheduled for 

May 11th)

2/  Fleshing out similarity substantiation 

MOCs stalled.

3/ And now…..more interest in

TOUCHLESS WASTE FLAPS

Waste Compartment Fire Containment
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Touchless Waste Flaps Discussion
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Currently most lavatory cabins do not have touchless waste flaps.

Most germophobes (or health conscious folks like me) simply open the 

waste flap with the waste paper towel used to dry our hands, but how to 

certify an electronic touchless waste flap?  Below are a number on risk 

considerations that Safran has developed with Airbus & EASA:

1/ Powered uncommanded opening during a fire event- Will the flap open 

during a fire event?  Or sometime thereafter?  Will heat or fire affect flap 

performance?

2/ What features of the electronic waste flap will ensure the flap does not 

open during a fire event?

3/ Unpowered condition is “closed” should power be lost.
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Touchless Waste Flaps Discussion
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Below are a number of test considerations that Safran has developed with 

Airbus & EASA:

1/ Test with flap powered- demonstrate flap is functional before test.  Flap 

shims should not be conductive- or may cause the flap to open…

2/  Video the test showing the flap.

3/  Uncommanded opening during the test is unacceptable.  

4/  Validate the flap stays closed for up to 2 hours after passing the test 

(after temperature falls below 150 F).
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Next Focus of the Task Group will be to revisit and flesh out Similarity MOCs.  

Several are already approved per FAA AC25-17A

Other proposals have been organized as aspects related to FAA PS-ANM-25.853-01-R2.

Others from test experience.

Waste Compartment Fire Containment- Similarity MOCs
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Harmonize Test Aspects

Harmonize and publish industry and 

regulator accepted 25.853(h) Similarity 

requirements & MOCs for waste 

compartments and galley trolley carts.

Develop new MOCs as needed.

Task Group WEBEX meeting scheduled 

for Tuesday May 11th 7-9AM PST.  Will 

send invites this week to the task group.

Purpose of the Waste Compartment Fire Containment Task Group
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