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Moving Beyond the Moveable Armrest —Evaluating Design Features for Passenger Accessibility

Cabin featureson board airplanes have long been limited in accommodating passengers with reduced
mobility and other general accessibility needs. Currently, the most popular feature is the moveable seat
armrest. Industry, though, is certainly capable of producing more complex designs that could
accommodate and ease travel for a wider range of passengers, so why haven’t these designs been
implemented?

This presentation will evaluate different design featuresfor passenger accessibility with respect to
current cabin safety type design requirements, operational requirements, and the needs of passengers.
We will take a look at different designs that have been considered including some challenges and
successes for the future of implementing these designs. In addition, we will explore opportunities for
generalimprovements in accessibility and ways in which barriers can be reduced. We hope that sharing
this knowledge will inspire those in industry and government to continue finding ways to get new ideas
onto airplanes and make air travel more accessible to all.



