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Mike Heck joined NIST in 2020 after completing his Masters of Science degree in Fire 
Protection Engineering from the University of Maryland, where he studied the effects of wind 
and slope on wildland fire flame spread. Mike was brought to the Fire Research Division at NIST 
to assist in the operation of fire testing equipment of varying scales and product applications; his 
recent work focused on instrumentation and analysis of measurement results from full-scale fire 
growth tests designed for validation of computational fire models.   
 


